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economic set-up of the country and impoverished it. The royal
treasury was almost drained by the enormous expenses of the Civil
War. "fhe royal army was to go without pay for monlhs together.
The soldiers maintained by the barons were also in an equally miser-
able state. In short there was great poverty in the country and com-
mon people were on the verge of starvation.

Sufferings of Agriculturists. The agriculturist1? had been the
most unfortunate victims of civil war. The soldiers destroyed the
standing crops and to add to their misery the lords never exempted
the agriculturists from the payment of revenues. Under these hor-
rible conditions, the poverty-stricken farmers left their lands and
fled to the forests. Consequently the land remained untilled and un-
sown. The grinding burden of taxes further broke their backs and
reduced the farmers to the most miserable condition.

No Foreign Trade. Abject poverty, failure of agriculture and heavy
taxation made it well-nigh impossible for England to develop in-
ternal and external trade. Absence of foreign trade re&ulted in keep-
ing the masses cut off from the rest of the continent and consequently
reduced them to the position of a poor and backward people. Un-
employment was another problem which the people had to face for
there was not sufficient work for all of them. To add to their misery*
manufactures and industries had as yet no place in the national life
of the people.

Social Condition

The pitiable economic condition and long civil wars did not per*
mit the people to pay attention to the development of education, art
and other useful and progressive aspects of life. The masses were
so much pressed down by the adverse circumstances that they could
not think of their duties in the various fields of life. The treasury
and other resources of the country having been spent on "civil wars",
there was destruction, misery and misfortune on all sides in the
country.

The masses were in the most deplorable condition from every
point of view. Their standard of living was pitiably low on account
of extreme poverty. They had no voice in the government of ther
country though they had to pay a large share of taxation. The pri-
vileged classes on the other hand had a lion's share in the activities-
and administration of the country.

One chief reason of the miserable lot of the masses was that they
had no means to give vent to their grievances. Printing Press was
not yet invented. Consequently the people had very little chance to
improve their lot.

To conclude, the condition of the people of England at the
accession of the Tudors to the throne was so pitiable that it could
be better imagined than described. The country needed a strong and
wise ruler who could give peace and order to it, improve its econo-
mic condition and devote himself to the task of reconstruction with
untiring zeal and unbounded courage. Henry VII of the Tudor Dy-r